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GRAPH 1 : Indicators of output and economic sentiment 
European Community 
1980 = 100 
THE MAIN POINTS IN BRIEF 
• The spell of weakness in the economic situation which has been 
evident since the autumn of 1986 seems to be over. Expectations 
in industry and construction have improved. Assessments of 
future orders, in particular orders from abroad, are slightly less 
pessimistic. 
• For the European Community, the economic sentiment indi­
cator is slightly higher than its autumn 1986 level. This improve­
ment is chiefly due to the results from Italy and the United 
Kingdom, whereas the economic sentiment indicator remained 
weak for Germany and France. In the United States and Japan, 
the leading indicators have shown no acceleration in the pace 
of activity. These facts, taken together, give no indication of a 
buoyant upturn. 
• The level of capacity utilization in industry in the Community 
has risen by 0.5 %. However, the present level (83.2 %) is 
0.7 % down on the peak recorded during the 1979/80 upturn. 
Production prospects have improved and surplus stocks have 
fallen. Employment expectations in industry give evidence of 
slightly less pessimism (—17 compared with — 22 in October 
1986). 
• Industrialists and consumers expect prices to rise but less so 
than in the past. 
• The consumer confidence indicator for the Community as a 
whole stayed at the level which has virtually prevailed since 
April. 
• The readiness of European households to purchase consumer 
durables is continuing to increase slightly. 
• Expectations for unemployment over the next few months were 
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GRAPH 2 : Indicators of output, demand and prices in industry — 
European Community 
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Higher capacity utilization. — For the Community as a whole, 
the degree of capacity utilization in manufacturing industry went 
on rising to reach 83.2 % in July compared with 82.9 % in 
January and 82.7 % in April. However, the July figure is still 
below the peaks recorded in 1973 (86.4 %) and in 1979 (83.9 %) 
(see Table 1). At the same time, net reports oí surplus production 
capacity have fallen by 4 points since January 1987 (see Table 3). 
An examination of replies by sector shows that this change is 
due to consumer goods and intermediate goods. By contrast, 
there has been an increase in unutilized production capacity in 
the investment goods sector (for more detail see Table 2). 
Taking the member countries separately, the balance of Italian 
firms which consider that they have surplus production capacity 
again fell by 1 point, while it stabilized in the United Kingdom. 
For these two countries, the balance of answers reporting ca­
pacity which is more than adequate for planned production is 
the lowest since the recovery started. At the same time, the level 
of capacity utilization has continued to rise in both countries. 
In France and the Federal Republic of Germany, the level of 
capacity utilization rose by 0.3 % and 0.8 % respectively. In 
France, the level of capacity utilization is therefore roughly back 
last year's average and an upturn has been observed in the 
Federal Republic ofGermany after a decline over three quarters. 
At the same time, the balance of assessments relating to expec­
tations of capacity utilization fell by 4 and 1 point respectively. 
Improved expectations for industrial production. — In August 
production expectations were 4 points up on the two preceding 
months and 2 points up on the highest level reached since the 
recovery started in the winter of 1982/83. August's rise is chiefly 
due to the British result ( + 42)*, 12 points higher than the July 
figure and the highest value recorded since the survey began in 
January 1976. In the Federal Republic ofGermany production 
All the following figures in the text represent net balances of positive and 
negative replies. 
G R A P H 3 : Leading indicators for the European Communi ty , 
the U S A and Japan 
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Sources: Commission of the European Communities. US Department. Economic Planning 
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expectations are back to their January level, while remaining 
3 points below their average for 1986. In Italy, production 
expectations again rose in August. Their level is 2 points higher 
than last year's average but 6 points down on the highest value 
recorded since the start of the upturn. By contrast, in France, 
the July result was 1 point lower than in June, bringing it to its 
average level for 1986. 
Recovery of orders. — Judgements of total European order­
books improved by a net 5 points in August compared with 
June and are thus back to their December 1985 level, which is 
nevertheless low. Like the improvement in production expec­
tations, the rise is chiefly attributable to the United Kingdom 
( 12 points up since June and 31 points up on last year's average). 
For the other member countries, the changes compared with 
June were usually limited. The largest rises occured in the 
Netherlands ( + 3) and Italy ( + 2) while the variable fell by 14 
points in Ireland. 
The Community's industrialists report an increase in orders 
received in recent months ( + 4; see Table 4). 
A comparison of the above two questions shows that in the 
United Kingdom, the particularly optimistic assessments of the 
trend of orders ( + 28 compared with + 18 in April) are in line 
with the judgments relating to the level of order­books (see 
Table 9). In France, assessments of both the trend of recent 
orders and the level of order­books as a whole were less negative 
in July than in April. However, German industrialists assessed 
future changes ( + 2 in July compared with ­ 3 in April for 
the trend of orders) more positively than the present situation 
(assessments of order­books remained unchanged at ­ 2 7 be­
tween April and July). The converse can be observed in Italy: 
opinions on order­books remained the same between April and 
July but the balance relating to recent orders declined by 3 
points to (+ 19); this is nevertheless still a positive result, unlike 
that for order­books ( — 10 in July and ­ 8 in August). 
The improvement in the trend of orders noted for the Com­
munity is largely due to the changes recorded in the Benelux 
countries (from April to July, Belgium + 15, Netherlands +5, 
Luxembourg +22). However, this information is not confirmed 
by the estimate of the number of months production's assured by 
orders on hand ( ­0 .3 in Belgium and —0.1 in the Netherlands 
between the second and the third quarter; see Table 7). Con­
versely, in Italy, where the length of time needed for working 
off orders on hand has increased, opinions relating to the trend 
of orders have become less optimistic. 
During the first half year, European industrialists had been less 
pessimistic than last year with regard to the level of their order­
books as a whole, but had revised downwards their assessment 
of foreign orders. This feature now seems to have been reversed. 
The balance of replies on foreign orders moved from ­ 25 in 
June to ­ 2 0 in July and ­21 in August (average for 1986: 
­23) . The rise is especially marked in France ( ­20 in July 
compared with ­ 2 6 in June) and in the Federal Republic of 




































TABLE 2: Degree of capacity utilization and 
Industries 





Footwear and clothing 
Timber/wooden furniture 
Manufacture of paper, 
paper products, printing 
of which: 








































* Not seasonally adjusted as time­series loo short. 
(a) The dala are collected in January. \pril, July 
(b) These are the extreme (high and low) values o 
(c) Weighted total of available countr data. 

























































































constraints by industrial branches— 













































































































































































































(d) The scries for the United Kingdom are estimated using the national (Confederation of British Industry) dala on the percentage of firms r 




















































































































































TABLE 3: Expected capacity constraints in manufacturing industry: i.e. balance of respondents expecting capacity to be more than sufficient in 
relation to production expectations (a)(d)(s.a.) 
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EUR(o ­ 7 +54 +14 +50 +26 +25 +24 +25 +24 +24 +22 +20 
TABLE 4: New orders in manufacturing industry (a) (s.a.) 
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- 3 2 




- 1 2 
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- 1 1 + 9 
+ 12 
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- 9 + 7 
+ 9 
+ 5 
+ 7 + 28 
+ 7 
TABLE 5: Export volume expectations in manufacturing industry: (a)(s.a.) 
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+ 13 - 34 
+ 17 - 3 5 
+ 15 - 34 
+ 13 - 26 
+ 75 - 6 7 
+ 4 - 3 2 
+ 12 - 3 1 
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la) The ilaia are collected in January. April. July and October each year. 
(b) These are the extreme (high and low) values of the net balances of lhe different questions, reached in the periods 1973­1975 and 1979­1983 respectively. 
(c) Weighted lolul of available country data. 
(d) Answers to the questions whether, taking into account the level of order­books or production, capacity is more than sufficient ( + ), sufficient ( = ) or less than sufficient ( ­ ). Thus, negative balances 
(capacity less than sufficient) indicale high levels of capacity utilization and positive balances (capacity more than sufficient) arc associated with low levels of capacity utilization. 
Source; European Community business surveys. 
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GRAPH 4­9 : Indicators of output and economic sentiment 
GRAPH 4 : Federal Republic of Germany 
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GRAPH 6: Italy 
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GRAPH 4 : Federat Republic of Germany GRAPH 8: Belgium GRAPH 9 : Netherlands 
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(a) Weighted total oí quarterly ligures for the Federal Republic of Germany. France 
(b) For the Federal Republic of Germany, gross national product for quarterly dala 
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T A B L E 9 : Monthly survey of manufacturing industry — 
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TABLE 10: Survey of the construction industry 
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(b) These are lhe extreme (high and low) values », 
Staine European Community business surveys. 
:-l975and 1979-1983. respectively. 
T A B L E 1 1 : Resu l t s of bus iness surveys 
B presenl business situation 
volume of stocks 
intentions of piacine orders 
expected business situation 
employmenl outlook 
D present business situation 
volume of stocks 
internions of placing orders 
expected business situation 
employment outlook 
L io present business situation 
volume of stocks 
intentions of piacine orders 
expected business situation 
employment outlook 
Lend) presenl business situation 
volume of stocks 
internions of piacine orders 
expected business situation 
employmenl outlook 
N L present business situation 
volume of slocks 
intentions of piacine orders 
expected business situation 
employmenl outlook 
UK present business situalioniei 
volume of stocks 
intentions of piacine orders 
expected business situation 
employmenl outlook 
(a) not seasonally adjusted; (b) balances; 
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GRAPH 10 : Consumer survey results and objective economic 
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For notes. Table 12. 
Sources: European Community consumer survey and Eurostal. 
Germany ( — 30 in July and August compared with —36 in 
June), where the deterioration had been particularly pronounced 
since the end of 1985 ( ­ 7 for the fourth quarter). In the United 
Kingdom, despite a dip in August .( + 8 after + 10 in July and 
+ 4 in June), the assessment of foreign orders is the most 
optimistic it has been since the recovery started in 1981; by 
contrast, in Italy, this indicator has lost 2 points since June. 
After being very depressed in April, export expectations im­
proved in July (see Table 5), in the Federal Republic ofGermany 
(+10), Greece (+10), France ( + 8), Ireland ( + 6), Luxembourg 
( + 7) and the United Kingdom ( + 7). However, the situation 
deteriorated in the Netherlands ( ­6) , and in Italy ( ­9 ) where 
this change parallels the less favourable assessment of foreign 
order­books in July than in April. 
Surplus stocks are continuing to fall. — In August, European 
industrialists judged the level of their stocks more favourably 
for the fifth time in succession. Since June, stocks are no longer 
considered to be adequate in the United Kingdom, where this 
assessment has been made only twice before ­ in February 1976 
and July 1979. In the other member countries stocks are still 
considered to be in surplus but the relevant balance improved 
by 7 points in France, between June and July, and by 4 points 
in Italy, between July and August, reaching its best level since 
March and April 1980 respectively. 
By contrast, in the Federal Republic ofGermany, since Febru­
ary, assessments have remained at a level which is distinctly 
poorer than last year's. In the other Member States, no trend 
is discernible in changing opinions on stocks except in the 
Netherlands where the balance of replies ( + 2) might be ap­
proaching equilibrium as a result of a slow but steady improve­
ment since September ( + 8). 
Producer prices tending to edge up. — Expectations for prices at 
the production stage have been tending to rise since the beginning 
of the year, when the levels observed were low. The Community 
indicator is 14 points up on December 1986. Since that date, 
the balances have risen by 16 points in Belgium, 15 in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, 29 in Greece, 9 in France, 4 in 
Ireland, 12 in Italy, 81 in Luxembourg and 7 in the United 
Kingdom. 
Employment expectations remain negative in industry. — Chiefly 
as a result of a sharp improvement in employment expectations 
in the United Kingdom ( + 14 between the second and the third 
quarter; see Table 6), and a rise in Italy ( + 3), the balance of 
opinions relating to this variable climbed back, for the Com­
munity as a whole, to its average level for 1985, 1 point above 
the 1986 average. However, the situation remains less favourable 
than last year in the Federal Republic of Germany ( ­ 18 com­
pared with the 1986 average of ­ 3 ) and the Netherlands 
(0 compared with + 16), as well as in France ( ­ 4 6 compared 
with ­41) , Belgium ( ­ 1 6 compared with ­12) and Luxem­
bourg ( ­ 8 compared with + I ). 
World economic climate. ­ The information from the Com­
munity as well as that relating to the United States and Japan 
suggests a consolidation of economic activity after the 
weakening observed at the end of 1986 and the beginning of 
1987 (see Graph 3). The Community economic sentiment indicator 
again rose in July and August as a result of the improved climate 
in industry and the recovery in the construction industry (see 
Table 10), and despite the decrease in share prices (see Table 8 
and Graph 1) and the persistence of a measure of pessimism 
among consumers. 
Consumer climate unchanged. — In July and August, the con­
sumer confidence indicator for the Community as a whole stayed 
at the level ( — 5) which has virtually prevailed since April, (see 
Table 12)1. This general tendency is not, however, true of each 
of the member countries. In the Federal Republic ofGermany, 
the loss of confidence which had been evident in the first quarter 
of 1987 worsened in July and August (with the indicator moving 
from 0 in June to ­ 1 in July and to ­ 4 in August). In the 
United Kingdom, even though the indicator also declined in 
July and August, after the progressive improvement to + 10 in 
the first six months of the year, it still remains relatively high 
( + 8). Also, the survey among Spanish households shows a gain 
in confidence during the summer months, in line with a trend 
which has lasted since April 1987. In Portugal, July's optimism 
was somewhat moderated in August (the indicator moving from 
­ 4 in June to + 5 in July and to + 3 in August). 
Chiefly in July but also in August, Community consumers were 
slightly more pessimistic than in preceding months in their 
assessment of the general economic situation over the next twelve 
months. This component of the confidence indicator, was 2 
points lower in August ( ­8 ) than in April, chiefly because of 
the adverse change in expectations in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and in the United Kingdom. But in Spain, France 
and Ireland consumers were more cheerful than before in their 
expectations of the economic situation. Nevertheless, in France 
and Ireland the net replies to this question are still substantially 
below their Community equivalent ( ­ 2 4 and ­ 2 8 compared 
with ­ 8). The expectations of Portuguese consumers remain 
very optimistic. In the first half of 1987, the balance of their 
assessments of the future economic situation was already rela­
tively high on average ( + 5), and it then rose to + 15 in July 
and + 14 in August, values which no other member country has 
even approached at this time. 
In a large number of member countries ­ Belgium, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Greece, Spain, France and Portugal ­
consumers' expectations of their own financial situation paralleled 
their opinions on the future general economic situation. This 
means that consumers in the Federal Republic ofGermany and 
Greece were slightly less optimistic in their expectations while in 
Spain they were more optimistic and in France less pessimistic. 
In Denmark the survey is not carried out in July, and in France and Italy it 
is not carried out in August. 
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C O N S U M E R 
C O N F I D E N C E 
I N D I C A T O R ( b ) 
F I N A N C I A L 
S I T U A T I O N 
O F H O U S E H O L D S 
— over last 12 mon ths 
— over next 12 m o n t h s 
G E N E R A L E C O N O M I C 
S I T U A T I O N 
- over last 12 m o n t h s 
— over next 12 m o n t h s 
P R I C E T R E N D S 
over last 12 m o n t h s 
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TABLE 12 (continued). 
PRICE TRENDS 
(coni.) 
— over next 12 months 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
— over next 12 months 
MAJOR PURCHASES 
— at present 
— over next 12 months 
SAVINGS 
— at present 
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and that concerning 
economic situation. the household 
While it is true that in Portugal the assessment by households 
of their future financial situation was also favourably influenced 
by the election results, this improvement in the trend was never­
theless appreciably more limited than for the trend of expec­
tations of the economy as a whole. 
Since the end of 1985, there has been evidence of a slight increase 
in the readiness of European consumers as a whole to purchase 
consumer durables. The level of this component of the confidence 
indicator (August: 0) is still, however, less favourable than the 
values which were being recorded even in the early 1980s (aver­
age for 1980: +22), even though at that time assessments of 
both the state of the economy in general and consumers' own 
personal financial situation were far more adverse than they are 
today. 
Consumers' opinions have, however, been relatively volatile in 
recent months. In the Federal Republic of Germany, Spain, 
Ireland, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom the readiness 
to consume declined in August, after gaining ground in July. 
Similarly, for the Community as a whole, the level of this 
component of the confidence indicator moved from + 2 in July 
to 0 in August. 
However, in July and August, the balance of purchasing inten­
tions of Spanish, Portuguese and British consumers remained 
appreciably higher than in June. This is also true, albeit to a 
somewhat lesser extent, of Italy and of Belgium, where the 
balance climbed from ­ 24 in July to ­ 16 in August, a relatively 
high level for that country. By contrast in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, the Netherlands and Ireland, the readiness to 
purchase durable goods weakened in the summer. 
In July and August, consumers were more inclined to expect 
prices to rise (from + 18 to + 23). British consumers in particular 
gave evidence of pessimism (from + 24 to + 37). In Greece, 
Italy and the Netherlands as well, expectations of rising prices 
have become stronger since June. By contrast, fears of price 
rises diminished slightly in July among French consumers. In 
Portugal, expectations of a reduction in the upward movement 
of prices clearly dominated. 
In the Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands, 
households have more definite expectations of an increase in 
unemployment. To a lesser extent, this also applies to Belgium. 
Despite the fact that the optimism of Portuguese consumers 
also substantially influenced their view of how employment 
would develop, the judgements expressed on this question 
throughout the Community were on average less favourable in 
August than in June (from +24 to +27). The present level is 
the same as the level observed from March to May. 
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